
 

     
 
 
 

Friday 7th July 2023 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Due to the PD day last week, we have combined the two weeks of events into a 
bumper newsletter edition this week!  Hold onto your hats!  It’s amazing to see just 
how many wonderful events and learning opportunities have been enjoyed these last 
few weeks. 

Let me start by saying that we have enjoyed another great week of achievements at 
Place Farm this week.  We are incredibly proud to announce that we successfully 
achieved the Inclusion Quality Mark, following our two-day assessment a few weeks 

ago.  This was a thorough process, looking at our provision and how we support every child to thrive at 
our school.  It involved two days of learning walks, discussions with staff, parents and pupils, and looking 
in detail at our curriculum, pupil books and learning.   

The feedback was highly positive (please see a summary in this newsletter) and not 
only did we achieve the Inclusion Quality Mark, but we have also achieved the 
status of “Centre of Excellence”, which is incredibly rare to achieve the two 
together.  A huge thank you to all those parents who contributed, to our dedicated 
team at Place Farm and to our wonderful pupils who spoke so confidently and 
passionately about our school.  

On a separate note, we have been contacted by both the ambulance station and the management of 
Weavers Lodge (both of whom we have close relationships with) to kindly ask that parents respect the 
rights and needs of the local community by showing consideration when parking, this also applies to 
Crowland Road: we ask that you please do not park on neighbouring property, block other road users or 
park on the hatched lines surrounding the ambulance station.  Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation with this. 

Wishing you a lovely weekend, 
 
Lisa McConnell 
Head of School  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Calendar: 
July: 
11th July  Open Classroom 3.35-5pm – parents can visit classes to see children’s work 
Thursday 13th July – Year 6 Disco: 4.45-6.15pm 
Friday 14th July – Year 6 Graduation 2pm 
Week commencing 17th July: Transition days – more details to follow with reports 
September: 
PD Days 4th & 5th: School closed to pupils 
 
October: Please note that October 20th is no longer a PD day – this will be a normal school day. 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Inclusion Quality Mark Summary 
 
Please see below for some of the highlights from the report: 

 
• The leadership at Place Farm is strong, focused and distributive  
• The SENCO and Children and Family Support Manager is passionate about meeting the needs of 
pupils regardless of the barriers presented  
• All adults working within the school are kind and nurturing and all contribute to the strong inclusive 
ethos   
• Staff describe themselves as “a strong team that supports each other” and work collaboratively to 
support pupils and families  
• There is a strong and unrelenting believe that Quality First Teaching is the vehicle for meeting need  
• Support for families goes above and beyond what is expected  
• Leaders adapt swiftly to the changing needs of the community – an example being how the 
appointment of an EAL lead in school supported the growing need of EAL pupils  
• Training and CPD is the key to the development of provision at Place Farm  
• The vision is clear and articulated well by pupils, parents and staff  
• There is a sense of happiness when you visit Place Farm: pupils are friendly and kind, they clearly 
belong to the environment and are keen to contribute to its ethos  
• Staff are well supported within a highly inclusive team  
• Support staff feel that they are “picked for who they are, not for what they do” – staff are 
recognised for their skill set and strengths and guided towards roles in the school that would suit them  
• Support for well being is integral to the inclusive ethos of Place Farm  
• The curriculum is inclusive and ambitious  
• Strong early reading practices are embedded – staff have been trained extensively in Sounds Write  
• Reading is prioritised at the school  
• A growth mindset is well-embedded  
• All books looked at evidenced consistent standards and approaches across year groups  
• Pupils were proud to talk about their work, and the standards of presentation were high. 

 
 

Reports 
We are currently preparing the children’s school reports which will be sent out 
to parents on Class Dojo later next week.  
  
If any separated parents do not have access to Class Dojo, but would like to 
receive a copy of your child’s report, then please email us 

on admin@placefarm.org.uk to provide us with your email and address 

details.  Thank you 😊  

mailto:admin@placefarm.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
       

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Year 5 Residential: Kip on a Ship 
 

Please see below for some fantastic photos of the Year 5 residential, 
where the children enjoyed sight-seeing around London, The Lion King 
show and a night on the HMS Belfast!  The children behaved beautifully 
and really demonstrated our PROUD values.  I’m sure you will join me in 
saying a huge thank you to those staff members who took time out of 
their own busy lives to support this trip and who helped create 
wonderful memories for your children! 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

Outside Achievements 
 
We are very proud to announce that one of our pupils, 
Archie Pannell, has recently taken his Grade 8 exam on the 

cornet and passed with Merit.  This is an amazing achievement – the 
equivalent playing standard to get an A* in A Level Music.   
 
Well done, Archie, on such a fantastic achievement and for demonstrating 
Drive and Resilience in abundance – this is a great example of how 
commitment and hard work can achieve great things! 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 6 Clip and Climb 

 
 

CUSP Art Festival 
Last week we took part in the CUSP Art Festival. This year’s theme for the festival was; 
Celebrating togetherness through Art. The children in Years One through to Six were able to 
engage in some very exciting artistic experiences.  
 
Throughout the week each year group engaged in a live workshop where they worked artistically 
following the direction of the Artist to create their final piece. Each year group had a different 

Theme for their workshop –  
Year 1: Something’s Fishy! 

Year 2: Roar! 
Year 3: Oops, that’s torn it! 

Year 4: What a relief! 



 

Year 5: Dancing Puppets 
Year 6: An Explosive Book 

Then as the week continued the children engaged with one of their final Art and Design blocks, 
which is a Creative Response linked to the yearly Art Festival. Within this block the children will 
choose and apply different artistic techniques to their final piece which will come together to 
form a whole school collaborative piece! We are very excited to create and see this display 
within the school.  
 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


